
Popular Mechanics' 1981 Exotic Car Shootout 
 

 

Popular Mechanic's Exotic Cars - Test Results 

Note: the points awarded by the drivers are not included in this chart which might 

explain the final results  

Cars 

1/4 mile 

(sec @ 

mph)  

slalom 

(sec)  

skidpad 

(cw/ccw s)  

Braking 

70-0 (ft) 

Lap Time 

(min)  
MPG  $US Points  

Pantera GTS  
14.949 @ 

96.15 
8.91 12.59/12.83  166.6  1:55.9  15  60  19 

BMW M1  
14.657 @ 

97.40 
8.71 12.46/12.59 181.1  1:54.1 10 115  28 

Porsche 928 
15.766 @ 

88.75 
8.98  12.83/13.19  170.1  1:56.8 11  38  36 

Lamborghini 

Countach  

14.994 @ 

96.25  
8.79  12.85/12.79  184.1  1:55.5  7  116  40 

Ferrari 512 

Boxer  

15.002 @ 

95.54  
9.00  13.26/13.22  129.2  1:57.2  8  100  41 

Ferrari 308 

GTSi  

15.950 @ 

87.63  
9.49  13.00/13.43  158.5  2:03.0  14  52  45 

Porsche 924 

Turbo  

17.197 @ 

78.67  
9.19  12.78/12.87  178.1  2:03.4  21  27  46 

Duntov Turbo  
15.759 @ 

89.02  
9.21  13.00/13.49  173.1  2:06.3  14  37  48 

Manta  
15.247 @ 

91.18  
9.10  13.41/13.54  171.4  2:04.9  16  25  49 

Maserati Merak  
16.543 @ 

85.22  
9.12  13.01/13.48  167.5  2:04.1  10  41  53 

Lotus Esprit  
17.888 @ 

76.92  
9.38  12.98/13.24  199.9  2:04.7  16  37  63 

BMW 633 CSi  
16.795 @ 

83.17  
9.67  13.36/13.74  180.6  2:06.4  19  34  66 

Jaguar XJS  
16.659 @ 

83.25  
10.17  13.78/13.80  166.7  2:03.3  9  30  67 

DeTomaso 

Longchamp  

16.825 @ 

86.62  
10.42  13.03/13.32  237.9  2:01.8  12  69  69 

Aston Martin 

Volante  

16.859 @ 

85.65  
9.90  14.16/14.12  176.2  2:02.3  11  98  70 

Mercedes Benz 

380 SL  

18.054 @ 

75.18  
9.89  13.38/13.34  191.2  2:09.2  18  39  74 

 

 


